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Current Mortality Remarkably Low 


EVER before has the mortality 
N among the Company’s Indus- 

trial policyholders for the first 
quarter of the year been as low as in 
1947. Not only has the quarter as a 
whole established a new low record, 
but each individual month as well 
registered a new minimum death 
rate. The mortality for the first 
three months of the year, 7.7 per 
1,000, was 9.8. percent below the 
rate for the like months of last year, 
when respiratory conditions were 
unusually prevalent, and 3.6 percent 
below the previous minimum regis- 
tered for this period in 1945. All 
figures in this report are exclusive of 
deaths from enemy action. 

The improvement in mortality 
was shared generally among these 
insured. For white males the death 
rate was lower than in either 1945 
or 1946 at every age period without 
exception. The decline was greatest 
for men in the military ages and 
amounted to more than 50 percent 
since 1945 for the age group 20 to 24. 
The record as a whole was almost as 
striking for white females, lower 
rates being recorded in 1947 than in 
either of the two preceding years in 
virtually every age group. 

An important factor in the im- 


proved mortality in the early part of 
this year has been the relatively low 
incidence of respiratory disease. For 
influenza and pneumonia combined 
the death rate for the January to 
March period was only 33.5 per 
100,000, or less than two thirds that 
for the same months last year. The 
current rate is, moreover, 23.5 per- 
cent below the previous minimum 
registered in 1945. For tuberculosis 
the decline in rate has also been 
marked, erasing the temporary in- 
crease in evidence in 1946 and bring- 
ing the rate to a new low of 35.7 
per 100,000 among the policyholders 
for the first quarter of 1947. 

In addition to the new lows for the 
respiratory conditions, minimal rates 
are in evidence, too, for several dis- 
eases less important numerically, 
namely, the four principal commu- 
nicable diseases of childhood as a 
group, syphilis, and appendicitis. 
The mortality from the cardiovas- 
cular-renal diseases, which plays a 
large part in the total mortality, has 
also been favorably affected by the 
diminished incidence of the respira- 
tory diseases this year. The death 
rate from the degenerative diseases 
is down from 405.3 to 377.4 per 
100,000, and is now back to the level 
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DeEatH RaTES PER 100,000 rrom Att CausEs, ExctupiInc War DeEatus (ENEMY 
ACTION). WHITE PERSONS, BY SEX AND AGE PERIODS. METROPOLITAN LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSI- 

NESS. First QUARTER OF 1947, 1946, AND 1945 CoMPARED 











DEATH RATES PER 100,000 


PERCENT CHANGE 1947 SINCE 
YEAR INDICATED 





AGE PERIOD 
YEARS WHITE MALES 


WHITE FEMALES 


WHITE MALES | WHITE FEMALES 





1947 1946 1945 1947 


1946 1945 1946 1945 1946 1945 





Ages 0 to 74| 758.6] 834.5] 795.7] 637.4 


698.5] 659.1/— 9.1 
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Under 5 413.3] 415.1} 454.0} 337.0 

5to 9 69.2 78.6] 72.6) 57.7 
10 to 14 61.0 71.1 68.1 41.8 
15 to 19 108.8} 139.4} 161.4] 69.2 
20 to 24 143.4] 268.0} 330.8) 99.9 
25 to 34 193.8} 260.3) 301.3] 153.1 
35 to 44 473.2} 609.8] 567.3} 285.6 
45 to 54 | 1,281.2] 1,441.3 ]1,326.5}] 707.6 
55 to 64 =| 2,948.1 | 3,117.5 | 3,040.3 | 1,657.8 
65 to 74 | 6,154.2 | 6,829.9 | 6,485.3 | 4,313.7 

















354.2] 385.1 |— 0.4|— 9.0|— 4.9 |—12.5 
54.7) 58.0/—12.0/— 4.7/+5.5/|— .5 
49.9 47.3 |—14.2 |—10.4 |—16.2 |—11.6 
75.9 70.0 |—22.0 |—32.6 |— 8.8 |— 1.1 
118.8 96.4 |—46.5 |—56.7 |—-15.9 |+ 3.6 
178.6} 175.0 |—25.5 |—35.7 |—14.3 |—12.5 

348.0} 317.5 |—22.4 |—16.6 |—17.9 |—10.0 

808.3] 761.0 }—11.1 |— 3.4 |—12.5 |— 7.0 

1,813.0] 1,830.4 |— 5.4|— 3.0|— 8.6|— 9.4 
4,920.0 | 4,665.8 |— 9.9 |— 5.1 |—12.3 |— 7.5 























of 1945. Diabetes, too, has shown a 
marked decline in rate, the figure— 
27.2 per 100,000—being the lowest 
since 1938. The rates from cancer, 
diarrhea and enteritis, and diseases 
of the puerperal state remained prac- 
tically unchanged from last year. 


The external causes of death have 
likewise contributed to the favorable 
showing in 1947. The upward trend 
in the rate from suicides, which 
started with V-E Day, has been 
reversed. The rate for the first three 
months of this year is 15.4 percent 
below that for the like months a 
year ago. Homicides also show a 
decline, although not as marked as 
for suicides. The sharpest drop in 
mortality from the external causes 
has occurred for accidents (all 
forms), the death rate for the first 
quarter of the year being 42.8 per 


100,000, or 20.1 percent below that 
for the corresponding period of 1946. 
Fatal home, motor vehicle, and 
“other”? accidents have decreased, 
while the rate for occupational acci- 
dents has remained unchanged. The 
group of “other accidents,” the 
category to which most of the acci- 
dental deaths of men in service are 
assigned, shows a drop of 42.9 per- 
cent as compared with the like 
period of last year. 


Altogether, the mortality record 
so far this year is extremely favor- 
able. Barring any serious setback, 
1947 will probably take its place in 
the long series of years which have 
established new minimum death 
rates. The American people are 
gathering the harvest of the success- 
ful labors of medical science and 
public health administration. 
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Longevity in United States at New High in 1945 


HE average length of life of the 

American people in 1945, the 
closing year of the war, reached a 
new high of nearly 66 years.' This 
is 2144 years more than the corre- 
sponding figure in the immediate 
prewar period 1939-1941 and 1624 
years above the level prevailing at 
the beginning of the century. In 
other words, the average length of 
life (or expectation of life at birth) 
in our country has increased one 
third since the beginning of the 


century. 





The figure of 66 years refers to 
the population as a whole and is 
based on life tables prepared sepa- 
rately for white and colored males 
and females by the National Office 
of Vital Statistics. The experience 
for these separate groups, together 
with corresponding data for earlier 
years, is shown in Table 1 below. 
Expecially noteworthy is the expec- 
tation of life at birth for white 
females, which is now 69% years, or 
only one half year less than the 
biblical ‘‘three score and ten.’’ The 


1In this article the data for 1945 reflect essentially the experience of the civilian population of the 
United States; the figures for prior war years relate to the civilian and military population within the 


country, but exclude those serving outside its borders. 





TABLE 1—EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT BIRTH AND AT AGES 40 AND 65 IN THE UNITED 
StaTEs, ACCORDING TO SEX, FOR SELECTED PERIODS FROM 1900 To 1945 

















At BirTH At AcE 40 At AGE 65 
YEAR 
OR WHITE COLORED* WHITE WHITE 

PERIOD 

Males | Females| Males | Females| Males | Females| Males | Females 
1945+ 64.44 | 69.54 | 56.06 | 59.62 | 30.55 | 34.41 | 12.44 | 14.27 
1944+ 63.55 | 68.95 | 55.30 | 58.99 | 30.39 | 33.97 | 12.27 | 13.91 
19437 63.16 | 68.27 | 54.65 | 57.97 | 29.97 | 33.47 | 11.98 | 13.58 
19427 63.65 | 68.61 | 54.28 | 58.00 | 30.27 | 33.86 | 12.30 | 13.95 


1939-19417 62.81 | 67.29 | 52.26 
1930-1939 60.62 | 64.52 | 50.06 
1929-19317 59.12 | 62.67 | 47.55 
1920-1929t 57.85 | 60.62 | 46.90 
1919-1921f 56.34 | 58.53 | 47.14 
1909-1911§ 50.23 | 53.62 | 34.05 
1901-1910§ 49.32 | 52.54 | 32.57 
1900—1902§ 48.23 | 51.08 | 32.54 





Gain: 1900-1902 
to 1945 16.21 | 18.46 | 23.52 











24.58 | 2.81 | 5.24 .93 | 2.04 























Nore—The life tables for 1945 were prepared and published by the National Office of Vital Statistics 
and those for the years 1942 to 1944 by the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company; 
life tables for prior years were published by the United States Bureau of the Census. 


*Data for periods from 1900 to 1931 and 1939 to 1941 relate to Negroes only. 


+Continental United States, 
tRegistration States of 1920. 
§Original Death Registration States. 
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TABLE 2—EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT SPECIFIED AGES, BY COLOR AND SEX, GENERAL 
POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 1945 AND 1939-1941 








1945 


1939-1941 
. 





AGE WHITE CoLorED* 


WHITE CoLoRED* 





Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 





0 64.44 | 69.54 | 56.06 | 59 














.62 | 62.81 | 67.29 | 52.26 | 55.56 
1 66.11 | 70.76 | 58.83 | 61. 
5 62.61 | 67.21 | 55.57 | 58. 

10 57.92 | 62.44 | 50.87 | 53. 

15 53.20 | 57.63 | 46.21 | 49. 

20 .| 48.59 | 52.88 | 41.83 | 44. 

25 44.03 | 48.19 | 37.80 | 40. 

30 39.46 | 43.52 | 33.83 | 36. 

35 34.94 | 38.92 | 29.97 | 32. 

40 30.55 | 34.41 | 26.41 | 28. 

45 26.34 | 29.99 | 22.95 | 25. 

50 22.38 | 25.73 | 19.89 | 22. 

55 18.74 | 21.66 | 17.21 19. 

60 15.40 | 17.80 | 14.69 | 16. 

65 °12.44 | 14.27 | 12.25 14. 

70 9.86 | 11.18 | 10.19 | 11. 

75 7.57 8.44 8.14 9. 




















Source: National Office of Vital Statistics, ‘‘United States Abridged Life Tables, 1945,’’ Vital Statistics 


— Special Reports, Vol. 23, No. 11, p. 241, Washington, D.C., April 15, 1947, and Bureau of the Census © 


“United States Life Tables and Actuarial Tables, 1939-1941,” Washington, D. os 
*Includes Negroes and other nonwhite races in 1945 but Negroes only in aia 





longevity of white females, except 
for a slight setback in 1943, has 
risen continuously since 1900. The 
gain in the 414 decades amounted to 
181% years. White males did not do 
quite as well, but even so their gain 
over the same period was 1614 
years. In 1945 the average length 
of life for white males was 644% 
years, five years less than that for 
white females. 

For the colored population the 
expectation of life at birth in 1945 
was just about at the level of that 
for white lives a quarter century 
earlier. Colored males in the recent 
experience had an average length of 
life of 56 years, and colored females 
of 59% years. These figures are, 


respectively, 814 years and 10 years 
less than the corresponding figures 
for white persons. But the gain in 
the longevity of colored persons 
since the beginning of the century, 
measured in years, has considerably 
exceeded that for the whites. The 
improvement from 1900 to 1945 
amounted to no less than 2314 years 
for colored males and 24% years for 
colored females. 

These remarkable increases in ex- 
pectation of life at birth for both 
white and colored persons are the 
result, very largely, of lives saved by 
the control of infections which in 
years past took a heavy toll of chil- 
dren and of young adults. But even 
the later ages have shown some 
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improvement in expectation of life, 
although the gains are not as spec- 
tacular as those earlier in life. 
Among white males at age 40 the 
expectation of life in 1945—namely, 
3014 years—was 2 4/5 years greater 
than in 1900. The corresponding 
gain for white females was 514 years. 
Even for those who have reached 
age 65, the usual age for retirement, 
there has been an improvement in 
the average remaining years. In 
1945 white males at 65 had an 
expectation of life of 12 2/5 years, 
about one year more than in 1900. 
For white females of age 65 in 1945 
the expectation of life was 1414 
years, two years more than in 1900. 

The expectation of life at various 
ages for 1945 is shown separately by 


Smallpox Can 


LTHOUGH an outstanding victory 
has been scored against small- 

pox in recent decades, occasional 
outbreaks of the disease in various 
parts of the country serve as a grim 
reminder that it is still a menace to 
the public health. In recent weeks 
eight cases of smallpox were reported 
in New York City, the first since 
1939; two of the recent cases proved 
fatal. Four additional cases, trace- 
able to the city, occurred in up- 
State New York. A little more than 
a year ago the Pacific Coast, and 
more particularly the State of Wash- 
ington, suffered an outbreak of viru- 
lent smallpox which caused more 
than 100 cases and about a score of 
deaths. In each of these instances 
the infection was brought in from 
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color and sex in Table 2 on page 4. 
The expected age at death for those 
who have survived to any given age 
may be found from these figures by 
adding to the age attained the expec- 
tation of life for that age. In this 
way it is found that the expected age 
at death is more than 65 years for all 
white males who have passed the first ~ 
year of life, for white females at any 
ape, for all colored males after age 
35, and for colored females age 25 or 
older. Thus, the progress in length- 
ening life since the beginning of the 
century has reached a point where 
the average person may look for- 
ward to living well beyond age 65. 
This period will lengthen as further 
gains are made in preventing disease 
and postponing death. 


Be Wiped Out 


foreign countries. On the West 
Coast the epidemic was imported by 
men in the armed forces returning 
from the Far East; in New York 
City the disease was brought in by 
a businessman returning from Mex- 
ico. These outbreaks were kept 
under control because of the alert- 
ness of the public health agencies in 
tracing and isolating cases, in warn- 
ing the public of the dangers of 
infection, and in providing personnel 
and equipment for mass vaccination. 

In 1946 there were altogether 356 
cases of smallpox reported in the 
United States, 10 more than in 1945, 
About one quarter of the total last 
year—88 cases—occurred in the 
State of Washington; in 1945 there 
were only eight cases of the disease 
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in that State. Indiana, which often 
ranks first with respect to smallpox 
cases, took second place last year 
with 42 cases, followed by Texas 
with 28 and Ohio with 18. As usual, 
there was a cluster of cases in the 
States bordering the Mississippi 
River. On the other hand there were 


14 States and the District of Colum- 
bia which had no cases of smallpox 
in 1946. All but two of the States— 
Utah and South Dakota—were on 
the Atlantic seaboard. ‘The area 
along the Coast from Maine through 
South Carolina was free from the 
disease, except for two cases in New 





SMALLPOX CASES IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 
FOR THE YEARS 1946, 1945, anp 1938 








STATE OR PROVINCE 1946 | 1945 1938 








UNITED STATES......... 356 | 346 | 14,939 
New England......... 0 0 0 
TOMO... 2.5550 eo ee 0 0 0 
New Hampshire....}| 0 0 0 
Vermont........... 0 0 0 
Massachusetts. ..... 0 0 0 
Rhode Island....... 0 0 0 
Connecticut........ 0 0 0 
Middle Atlantic....... 2 0 0 
New York.......... 0 0 0 
New Jersey......... 2 0 0 
Pennsylvania. ...... 0 0 0 
East North Central....} 74 99 | 3,376 
SRR CEES. 18 8 365 
Indiana............ 42 50 1,559 
NS 05 calor eras oi 6 13 965 
Michigan.......... 3 16 274 
Wisconsin.......... 5 12 213 
West North Central...| 46 69 4,763 
Minnesota......... 4 3 859 
[oS eee 15 10 1,170 
ee 10 12 1,186 
North Dakota...... 1 10 411 
South Dakota...... 0 6 428 
Nebraska.......... 6 11 196 
CS 10 17 513 
South Atlantic........ 8 14 100 
Delaware.......... 0 0 0 
Maryland.......... 0 0 0 
Dist. of Columbia.. . 0 0 0 
es ee, 1 5 
West Virginia....... 1 0 8 
North Carolina.....}| 2 1 35 
South Carolina..... 0 2 4 
Georgia............ 3 10 33 
| ree 2 0 15 























STATE OR PROVINCE 1946 | 1945 1938 
East South Central....| 24 43 847 
Kentucky.......... 5 5 494 
Tennessee.......... 5 7 8 162 
Alabama........... 5 5 75 
Mississippi......... 9 25 116 
West South Central...| 468 59 1,506 
Arkansas........... 9 31 245 
Louisiana.......... 5 8 20 
Oklahoma.......... 16 11 605 
| ese 28 9 636 
Mountain............ 41 41 1,464 
Montana........... ie 4 314 
ere ae 13 543 
Wyoming.......... 4 2 57 
Colorado...........} 13 5 287 
New Mexico........ 2 4 53 
Arisona............- 1 6 181 
ES ee 0 3 29 
Nevada............ 3 4 0 
ee 103 21 2,883 
Washington........} 88 8 966 
rere ee 1 6 651 
California.......... 14 7 1,266 
eer eee 2 5 128 
NR oo 5 oes oss 50 0 0 34 
British Columbia...... 0 0 2 
Manitoba............ 0 0 36 
New Brunswick... .. 0 0 0 
Nova Scotia.......... 0 0 3 
Ontario.....:.......6: 0 0 6 
Prince Edward Island 0 0 0 
NNN one se wine rsiels i 0 0 0 
Saskatchewan........ 2 5 47 




















*Removed from a troop train. 
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Jersey and two in North Carolina. 

In the past quarter century re- 
markable progress has been made in 
controlling smallpox. In 1921 there 
were well in excess of 100,000 cases 
of the disease reported in our coun- 
try. Cases still totaled close to 
50,000 in 1930. Even as recently as 
1938, 16 States each had more cases 
than were reported for the entire 
country in 1946. Particularly note- 
worthy is the continued decline in 
smallpox morbidity through the war 
period, when the migration of large 
numbers of susceptible war workers 
and overcrowded living conditions 
provided fertile soil for the spread 
of an epidemic. 
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Smallpox can be eradicated from 
our country through the universal 
practice of vaccination and revac- 
cination. Unfortunately, there are 
still a considerable number of States 
which do not require a child to be 
vaccinated against the disease be- 
fore entering school. It is hardly a 
coincidence that these States, which 
serve as a reservoir of infection, as 
a rule have the highest prevalence 
rates. Smallpox has no place in a 
country with our high standards of 
public health and is a blot on our 
national record. In all of Canada 
last year there were but two cases of 
the disease, both in the Province of 
Saskatchewan. 


Marked Decline in Mortality Among Older People 


HE remarkable success achieved 
Tas reducing the death rate in 
infancy and childhood has tended 
to distract attention from the large 
declines in mortality recorded at the 
older ages. A good picture of the 
trend of the death rate at ages 45 to 
74 over the past 35 years is available 
from the experience among the 
Industrial policyholders of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany, who constitute a large and 
representative sample of the urban 
populations of the United States and 
Canada. 

As a matter of fact, in this insur- 
ance experience, the age-adjusted 
death rate at 45 to 74 years declined 
37.1 percent among white men and 
43.9 percent among white women 
between 1911-1915 and 1942-1946. 
Each of the individual age groups 


within this range showed a very 
material reduction in mortality, al- 
though the relative declines de- 
creased with each advance in age. 
Even at 65 to 74 years the reduction 
in mortality during the interval was 
as much as 31.0 percent among white 
men and 38.6 percent among white 
women, as may be seen in Table 1. 

Corresponding to these decreases 
in mortality were notable increases 
in the expectation of life. At age 45 
the expectation of life increased by 
5.0 years among white men and 5.7 
years among white women between 
1911-1912 and 1945, the earliest and 
the latest year, respectively, for 
which such data are available; even 
at age 65 the corresponding gains 
were 2.2 years and 2.9 years. This 
is an increase of about one quarter 
in the 35-year period. Under present 
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TABLE 1—DECcCLINE IN MorTA.ity FROM ALL CAusEsS.{ 1942-1946 Since 1911-1915. 
AcEs 45 To 74 YEARS. WHITE PERSONS BY SEX. METROPOLITAN LIFE INSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 























DEATH RATES PER 100,000 ——— 
1942-1946 SINCE 
AGE PERIOD 1942-1946 1911-1915 oo 
YEARS 
White White White White White White 
Males Females Males Females Males Females 
45 to 74* | 2,566.3 1,685.9 4,080.0 3,006.4 37.1 43.9 
45 to 54 1,285.8 734.6 2,433.5 1,502.5 47.2 o1.1 
55 to 64 2,728.1 1,686.5 4,198.8 3,081.4 35.0 45.3 
65 to 74 5,727.6 4,250.7 8,306.5 6,927.3 31.0 38.6 























». 


a oo — A 75 £42365 AA 





*Standardized on the basis of the Standard Million population of England and Wales, 1901. 


tExclusive of deaths from enemy action. 





conditions white men who reach the 
normal retirement age of 65 may 
expect to live about 12 years more; 
for white women the figure is about 
14 years. 

The reader will note that the In- 
dustrial policyholders have made 
much greater progress in adding 
years to their average length of life 
than has the general population of 
the country (see pages 4and 5). The 
more favorable experience for the 
insured undoubtedly results, in part, 
from the widespread development of 
public health services in urban areas 
in recent decades, and, in part, re- 
flects the benefits of the Nursing 
Service, the health education pro- 
gram, and the other welfare activities 
of the Company. 

Almost every one of the diseases 
of public health interest has regis- 
tered a large improvement in mor- 
tality among older persons. The 
‘largest decreases have been recorded 
for the infectious diseases, as is evi- 


dent from the figures in Table 2 on 
page 9. The extraordinary victories 
of sanitary science are written into 
the record for such conditions as 
typhoid fever and diarrhea and 
enteritis, the death rates for which 
have decreased 90 percent or more 
among older people in the period 
here considered.* Not quite as spec- 
tacular, but still very noteworthy, 
have been the reductions in mortal- 
ity from pneumonia and influenza 
and from tuberculosis, amounting 
for each cause to more than 70 per- 
cent among white males and to more 
than 80 percent among white fe- 
males. The improvement in the 
death rate from the cardiovascular- 
renal diseases is of particular im- 
portance from the viewpoint of life 
conservation, especially among older 
people, because these diseases as a 
group are responsible for well over 
half the deaths from all causes com- 
bined at ages 45 to 74. The reduc- 
tion-in the cardiovascular-renal 
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group amounted to 20 percent 
among the men and to 35 percent 
among the women. ‘The external 
causes of death likewise showed 
large decreases; the death rate from 
accidents in each sex was cut by 
almost one half. 

Cancer and diabetes were the only 
important causes to show an in- 
crease in the 35-year period under 
review. Even so, it was only among 
the men that the mortality from 
cancer was at a higher level in 
1942-1946 than in 1911-1915; among 
the women the death rate from this 
cause showed a decrease of 10 per- 
cent. The recorded increase among 
white men was largely concentrated 
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in the earlier part of the period, 
when more and more cases were 
being discovered through improved 
methods of diagnosis. In recent 
years the death rate from cancer 
even among white men has tended 
downward. For diabetes, too, the 
higher death rate at the end of the 
35-year period is in part spurious 
and reflects better case finding. 
Another factor is that the diabetic 
population has accumulated as the 
use of insulin has greatly prolonged 
the lives of diabetics. 

The prospects are that mortality 
at the older ages will improve still 
further and death will be postponed. 
There is good reason to believe, for 





TABLE 2—AVERAGES OF DEATH RaTES PER 100,000* FRom SPECIFIED CAUSES AT 
AcEs 45 to 74 Years. 1942-1946 anp 1911-1915. Wuire PERSONS 
BY SEX. METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. WEEKLY 
PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 








WuiTE MALES 


WHITE FEMALES 




















Cause oF DEATH DEATH RATES* PERCENT DEATH RATES* PERCENT 
CHANGE CHANGE 
1942-1946 1942-1946 
1942-1946 | 1911-1915 | 1911 -1015| 1942-1946 | 1911-1915 | yost 4015 
| 
AN Causes]... 26... 52. 2,566.3 | 4,080.0 | —37.1 | 1,685.9 | 3,006.4 | —43.9 
Typhoid fever.::...... 0.3 15.3 | —98.0 0.3 8.9 | —96.6 
Pneumonia and influenza 103.1 392.7 | —73.7 50.6 310.0 | —83.7 
Tuberculosis—allforms.| 112.4 391.4 | —71.3 | 24.8 | 145.9 | —83.0 
a eee a ie | 63.3t| —57.2 6.5 22.0¢| —70.5 
Cancer—all forms...... 397.9 308 . 3 +29.1 346.3 385.3 | —10.1 
Diabetes mellitus. ..... 53.5 48.6 + 9.7 116.1 80.5 +44.2 
Cardiovascular-renal 
a i 1,397.64} 1,745.9 | —19.9 903.29] 1,379.9 | —34.5 
Diarrhea and enteritis. . 2.6 25.5 | —89.8 1.9 29.6 | —93.6 
Appendicitis........... 10.7 12.4 | —13.7 7.0 10.5 | —33.3 
ee eee 27.0 71.7 | —62.3 10.1 10.5 | — 3.8 
PRGRICIICS 5 o.se 50.5 ccnec 4.0 7.8 | —48.7 .8 1.5 | —46.7 
Accidents—total....... 123.1 240.2 | —48.8 42.4 83.0 | —48.9 
































*Standardized on the basis of the Standard Million population of England and Wales, 1901. 


t+Exclusive of deaths from enemy action. 
tExcludes aneurysm of the aorta. 
{Average rates for 1942-1945. 
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example, that the death rates from 
influenza and pneumonia and from 
tuberculosis, which are still in excess 
of 100 per 100,000 among insured 
white males at 45 to 74 years, will 
continue to decline to lower levels. 
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Additional gains can be achieved 
through improvement in the death 
rate from accidents, which, at ages 
45 to 74, exceeds even that from 
tuberculosis or from influenza and 


pneumonia. 


Cerebrospinal Meningitis Declines 
from Wartime Peak 


HE death rate from cerebro- 
g goin meningitis has been de- 
clining since it reached its wartime 
peak in 1943. Among Metropolitan 
Industrial policyholders the age- 
adjusted death rate from the disease 
(ages 1 to 74 years) decreased 
slightly from 2.2 per 100,000 in 1943 
to 2.1 in the following year, and then 
dropped to 0.9 per 100,000 in 1945 
and further to 0.8 in 1946. There 
are indications that the decline is 
continuing in the current year. 
Wartime conditions, especially the 
concentration of large numbers of 
young men in training camps, fa- 
vored the spread of cerebrospinal 
meningitis, but epidemics of the 
disease are by no means limited to 
war periods. In fact the highest 
mortality from the disease in the 35 
years of this insurance experience 
was recorded in 1929, when the 
death rate rose to 4.3 per 100,000. 
Although the number of cases of 
cerebrospinal meningitis reported 
per unit of population in the United 
States was about 50 percent greater 
in 1943 than in 1929, the death rate 
from the disease among the policy- 
holders in 1943 was only about one 
half that in the earlier year. The 
sharp decrease in the case-fatality 


rate from the disease is due very 
largely to the widespread use, in 
recent years, of the sulfa drugs in the 
treatment of the infection. Cur- 
rently about one in every five cases 
of cerebrospinal meningitis in the 
general population succumbs to 
the disease; only a decade ago, be- 
fore sulfa drug therapy was in use, 
the ratio was about one in every two. 
Where facilities for diagnosis and 
early treatment are readily avail- 
able, very low fatality rates are 
experienced. In the United States 
Army, for example, the case-fatality 
rate was about 3 percent in World 
War II, as compared with well over 
30 percent in World War I. More- 
over, with the newer therapy, re- 
lapses have been virtually elimi- 
nated and the frequency of compli- 
cations has been greatly reduced. 
The death rate from cerebrospinal 
meningitis, particularly in nonepi- 
demic years, is highest in infancy 
and early childhood. In 1945, for 
instance, more than one third of the 
deaths from the disease in the gen- 
eral population of the country 
occurred in the ages under 5. The 
mortality in most years is higher for 
males than for females and is higher 
for colored persons than for whites. 
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Comparative Data on the Causes of Death 


Among Industrial Policyholders 


The following table shows the mortality among Industrial policyholders 
for March 1947 and March 1946, together with the death rates for the first 
three months of 1947, 1946, and 1945. 

DEATH RATES* PER 100,000 PoLiIcyHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 


WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 








ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS* 





Year to Date: 
CausE OF DEATH End of March 





1946 





ALL CausES—TOTAL 


888. 
—Excluding war deaths... 


858. 


mm UI 





Typhoid fever 0. 

Scarlet fever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Pneumonia (all forms) 

Tuberculosis (all forms) 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system. . 

Syphilis 

Acute poliomyelitis 

Cancer (all forms) 

Diabetes mellitus 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

Diseases of the coronary arteries and 
angina pectoris 

Other chronic heart diseases t 

Diarrhea and enteritis 

Appendicitis 

Chronic nephritis 

Puerperal state—total 

Suicides 


PRANOUWVIOUITENN [On 
CW WEEUNDOCOOCKWNH [We 
MOWN OH OR ROO WH 


42. 35. 


10. 


42. 
iz. 

4. 4. 
16. 13. 
26.5 ie 
137.3 107. 


53. 
14 
4. 
16. 
30. 
118. 


30. 
12. 
>. 
13. 
123. 
116. 


Occupational accidents 
Motor vehicle accidents 13 
War deaths (enemy action) 1 
All other causes of death 125. 


ee WOO H OME PEMOW DOONAWORONOHENN [NW 
COUPE NOOCOUW=AIO WOOPOSHORORYIWEN [QE 


SORMLIADADNWONON? 
OM UNDEAD UIE QAE 
WIP RAS RONSON CWULD 























_ *The rates for 1947 and 1946 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional 
estimates of lives exposed to risk. 


fInternational List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 
addressed to: The Editor, 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 


DEATH RATES PER |000-ANNUAL BASIS (/946 and 1947 figures are provisional ) 
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